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Synopsis

In ia: Territorial Struggles on Perennial Frontiers, Paul Little chronicles centuries of territorial
disputes in ia. Examining a wide variety of social groups from an environmental and anthropological
perspective, Little describes the factors that have created two unique biophysical and political
environments at opposite ends of the River basin’s rain forest. Little makes a comparative study of
the Aguarico region in eastern Ecuador (at the western upper edge of the rain forest) and the Jari
region of Brazil (at its eastern lowland end) using four time frames to examine early European
invasions of indigenous homelands, fortune-building attempts in ia, conservation concerns in the
tropical ecosystems; and disputes over territorial claims that arose during the 1990s. By
interweaving his examination between the two regions within each time frame, Little effectively
highlights how similar globalizing forces were locally appropriated to produce widely divergent
environmental and political histories. A large part of the study is given to the period beginning in the
1950s. Little outlines the contemporary struggles -- social, political, economic, and ecological --
arising in ia. He also examines the frontier processes of ethnocide and ethnogenesis whereby the
indigenous communities of the upper have retained some control over their lands, while in the lower
traditional riverine communities strive for existence against increasing industrialization.Thoroughly
researched and examining issues ranging from resource exploitation and conservation to
colonization, urbanization, and industrialization, ia will appeal to students and scholars in
environmental studies, geography, ecology and conservation, cultural anthropology, and Latin

American studies and history as well as anyone interested in ia.
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Customer Reviews

"Little’s work, clearly written and accompanied by excellent maps, provides a sober, informed look
at the tangle of competing interests on the ." -- Barbara A. Sommer, The Americas"Paul Little’s
highly original study of two distinct watersheds located at two extremes of the Basin offers a
detailed analysis of contemporary conflicts over ian forest lands and resources, and their use... A
veritable tour de force, ia is political ecology at its best. Paul little is not only a brilliant geographer,
but also a talented ethnographer, and an excellent journalist... His book shines with humanism." --

Laura Rival, Journal of Latin American Studies

"A wonderful, often captivating account of two regions in ia. Extensively researched, and with
insightful interpretations, this work interweaves the sociopolitical, historical, economic, and biological
factors that led to extremely different realities on either side of the biologically rich ian lowlands." --
Debra K. Moskovits, director of environmental and conservation programs at the Field Museum of

Natural History, Chicago

Very informative book. | used it for a college research project. One of the only books with

information about the Secoya indigenous of Ecuador.
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